
 

 

 

 
Fall 2017 Semester Newsletter 
 
Keystrokes from Kris: As we close out this semester, 

please take a few minutes out of your day to think about 

your days at Gannon! The fall semester always is such a 

time of transition – and this year has been full of them! 

New students transitioning into the programs, students 

figuring out the complexity of the human body, students 

being challenged in their new clinical environments, 

faculty challenged with teaching new content and new 

curriculum, the college has a new dean, a new building to 

be started in Ruskin, and……transitions continue! We 

have highlighted just a few things of the past few months 

– both in Erie and Ruskin! 

Please continue to keep us informed of where you are 

and what you are doing! We really appreciate the updates 

that you have been sending to us! 

 

Blessings to you and those you love!    Kris 

 

 

STUDENT NEWS ~ 

Erie DPT Class of 2018 – This group of students 

completed their third clinical experience a couple of 

weeks ago, and about half of them were back on campus 

last weekend to take the licensing exam preparation 

course! They have been actively planning their 

graduation celebration in May 2018. We have changed 

the time that they will be required to be on campus to 

three days in April, and then we hope to see them all 

back on campus for graduation. Stay tuned, as graduation 

may be taking on a different format this year with 

separate ceremonies for graduate versus undergraduate 

students! 

Erie DPT Class of 2019 – Yes, as the picture depicts, 

they had an Ugly Christmas Sweater Day, and have 

sponsored many “jeans days” for fundraising throughout 

the semester. Several students from this class attended 

the National Student Conclave in Portland, OR and the 

PPTA conference at Seven Springs Resort in PA. The 

group has become known in the Morosky building for 

covering the white boards as part of their study routines. 

 

 

Erie DPT Class of 2020 – This class was labeled the 

“eclipse class”, as part of their orientation was on August 

21, when Erie experienced a partial solar eclipse. The 

Physics department supplied us with the official glasses 

to safely view the event. During the remainder of their 

semester, they have had significant transitions to their 

new world as PT students. They are making themselves 

“at home” in the Morosky building with hours of practice 

in the labs. 

 

 

 



 

Accreditation and the Erie DPT Program News - The 

Erie DPT faculty continue on our marathon trek with 

preparation of our self-study report to be submitted in 

July 2018. There is much writing to do in the next six 

months as we finalize this report. But, as the self- study 

process is supposed to do, it has generated great 

discussion, reflection, and long term goal setting for the 

next phase of this program. We had a productive strategic 

planning session in the past few months and have 

identified a few really important areas of focus: enhance 

the curriculum with emphasis on human movement 

system and wellness; facilitate success with a diverse 

student body, including development of leadership skills, 

and strengthen collaboration on campus, with regional 

community partners, and with Ruskin. 

The Ruskin DPT faculty members are working hard to 

increase their presence in the community through service 

and giving.  They are currently working in organizations 

such as the American Heart Association, Boxtops for 

Education, Leukemia Society, a women’s shelter, in 

addition to university committee assignments.  Dr. Will 

Conrad presented at the International Society for 

Exploring Teaching conference.  Faculty have attended 

multiple conferences including the International Society 

for Exploring Teaching, ELC, state conferences and plan 

on attending CSM in New Orleans. 

 

Ruskin Student News - The Ruskin PT Inaugural class 

is finishing up their 2
nd

 semester, including surviving 

their first hurricane season in Florida.  The Gannon 

University culture is becoming a part of them as they 

become involved on campus and in the community.  

Students have started a student run “government” on 

campus.  They have shown their support to their 

profession with 100% participation as members of the 

APTA.  They have also been building relationships with 

other health professions on campus through a faculty-

student interprofessional engagement day for the physical 

therapy, athletic training and occupational students to get 

to know each other and the faculty.  Lastly, a cookout 

was held involving all students and staff to raise money 

for a local family in need. All students are attending 

CSM 2018 in New Orleans. 

 

Faculty Updates: Congratulations to Beth Gustafson, 

who successfully defended her dissertation titled The 

Application of Shaping Techniques with Lower Extremity 

Exercises for Community Dwelling Adults with Chronic 

Stroke: A Feasibility Study in October!  Kristen Snarski 

will be defending her dissertation in February at CSM in 

New Orleans. Julie Hartmann will be presenting at the 

American Geriatric Higher Education Conference in 

March.  

Donna Skelly has assumed the Interim Chair position of 

the newly developed Anatomy Educator’s Special 

Interest Group (AESIG) within the Education Section of 

the APTA.  The AESIG was formed in response to a 

need for a networking mechanism for individuals 

involved in teaching anatomy to PT and PTA students.  

Donna assisted in developing the proposal for the group, 

and in writing the Standing Rules, both of which were 

approved by the Education Section Board of Directors. 

The response from anatomy educators in PT/PTA 

programs has been overwhelming with over 100 

individuals expressing an interest.  This network will be 

beneficial in sharing of best practice teaching 

approaches, research ideas and collaboration.  

Erie Clinical Education Corner from Dr. Julie 

Hartmann…The Class of 2018 has successfully 

completed Clinical Experience 3 and is looking forward 

to that fourth and final clinical.   

We are always looking to increase the number of 

available clinical sites for our students and appreciate any 

information from our alumni.  With the increase to 50 

students per class, placements in acute care and inpatient 

rehabilitation can be challenging. One of the challenges 

the students are dealing with as they prep for clinicals is 

the increased demand for a variety of background checks 

and health requirements.    



On behalf of the program, I would like to extend my 

appreciation to all of the clinic sites who have supported 

our program throughout the years. 

Alumni Updates: Scott Chappell (Class of 2017) in 

conjunction with Anne Schmitz, Julie Hartmann and Davide 

Piovesan co-wrote and published an article titled  “Muscle 

Effort Using a Reacher Assistive Device: The Influence of 

Forearm Support”.  It was published online through the 

American Society of Mechanical Engineers.  Scott developed a 

prototype for a reacher with a forearm support. With the 

assistance of Drs. Piovesan and Schmitz, he looked at the 

effectiveness of the forearm support through the use of surface 

electromyography.  Scott completed a small study with 

members of the Mercy Hilltop Center Senior Center.  

Participants in this study were asked to rate the new reacher 

and older style reachers for ease of use. 

University Happenings: Nash Library renovation is almost 

complete! The grand opening is set for January 2018! Check 

into the Gannon website in January to see the 

transformation of this space! It is incredible! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

25
th

 Anniversary Celebration: We have begun planning 

for a celebration weekend October 5
th
 and 6

th
 for the 

program’s 25
th
 anniversary. Please reach out to your 

classmates to plan to attend, reunite, and share memories! 

If specific classes plan get-togethers, let us know. 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE: 

Come celebrate the 25
th
 anniversary of the PT Program! 


